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Inpatient Evaluation Of Acute Dyspnea And Hypoxemia
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Physical exam

CXR

CXR

ECG

Physical exam

ABG

BMP
CBC

ABG/VBG
Anxiety

Acidosis (metabolic and respiratory)
Anemia

Airways

Alveoli

Vessels

Anaphylaxis, angioedema

Fills alveoli Collapses alveoli

Pulmonary embolism

Myocardial infarction
Arrhythmias 

Valvular disease
Tamponade

Diaphragm dysfunction
Abdominal pressure 

Mucus plugging

Bronchoconstriction (COPD, asthma)

Blood = DAH
Pus = pneumonia
Water = edema

Atelectasis
Pleural process (blood, 

pus, water, air)
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Hypoventilation (↑PCO2)
↓FiO2 Shunt
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V/Q mismatch ↓ diffusion

PAO2 = FiO2 x (Patm – PH2O) – PaCO2 (1.25)


